
HAITI UPDATE
September 15, 2017

Dearly  Beloved,

I finally got in contact with our brethren in the northern part of Haiti. There are still some small
islands in the Caribbean that have not established contact with the rest of the world. It took me 6
days to get through. So far no reports of loss of lives. Wonderful!
The south of Haiti received virtually no stormy weather. No flooding, no damage was reported.
The north had a lot of damage. We had just finished repairing church buildings, schools and
private homes from the hurricane that devastated Haiti last year. It was only two weeks ago that
we sent the last funds that were available. The north did not suffer a lot of damage last year. We
helped to rebuild private homes (mostly for the elderly) and we strengthened several of our
church buildings. As it turned out it was not one minute to late. May people were seeking shelter
in our church buildings as they had to witness the total destruction of their homes. I saw pictures
from the north of Haiti, not one tree, not one bush was spared. All the leaves are gone, even the
grass is gone. I am happy the church buildings held up due to the strengthening of the roofs.
However the church in Lembe suffered damage to their school buildings. The roofs were
partially damaged. Several homes that we just rebuilt were unfortunately washed away by the
floods. I was told that all the crops were destroyed and the locals estimate that it would take up
to a year to regrow the rice, wheat and vegetables. Several churches have not reported yet so I
will follow up in a few days. We have 15 congregations in the north of Haiti. Only about
half have reported to far.

This storm thus will have long term consequences for our brethren. I was also told that so many
were saved as a result of seeking shelters in the church buildings. I am so grateful we got to
rebuilt so many churches, schools and homes. So many lives were saved and many more lives
were made a bit more comfortable. I am aware that this time a lot of people in a lot of nations
were hit and it will be difficult to help all but your help in the past not only saved many lives it
also enhanced the lives of countless people. I want to thank you again for all that you folks did
to help but also to bring glory to God.

I have dispatched one TIMOTHY TEAM into the area and until I hear more from the rest of the
congregations I solicit you prayers on behalf of the churches. I hope it is not all bad news.

May God bless you all.

Joe Worndle


